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DIRECTORS OKAY MERGER OF UNIVERSAL COOLER CORP. INTO INTERNATIONAL DETROLA 
CORP.; STOCKHOLDERS TO VOTE SOON; ENTRY INTO HOUSEHOLD FIELD FORESEEN 


A proposal to merge Universal Cooler Corp. of Marion, Ohio, and Utah Radio Products Co., Chicago, 
into International Detrola Corp. of Detroit was approved July 19 by the boards of directors of all 
three companies. 


“Meetings of stockholders to vote on the proposal will be held soon,” said C. Russell Feldmann, 
Detrola president and board chairman. 


The program provides for exchange of one share of Universal Cooler Class “A” no-par stock for one 
of Detrola; one share of Universal Cooler Class “B” no-par stock for one-fourth of a share of Detrola; 
and one share of Utah Products stock for six-tenths of a share of Detrola. 


Universal Cooler makes household and commercial refrigeration machines. It is significant that the 
official statement on the merger states that “many of Detrola Radio Division’s customers for home radio 
receivers also are large merchandisers of domestic refrigerators, and this fact suggests an advantageous 
integration.” 


It is known that International Detrola has some pretty definite plans for getting into the household 
refrigerator field. 


No change or interruption is contemplated in either personnel or operations of Universal Cooler 
or Utah Products, it was stated. 


International Detrola, which recently acquired controlling ownership of Rohr Aircraft Corp., Cali- 
fornia producer of aircraft power plants and sub-assemblies, normally manufactures home and automobile 
radio receivers, automatic record changers, other electronic items, and machine tools. It has plants in 
Detroit, Elkhart, Ind., and Indianapolis. The Rohr firm, it is said, has been granted allocations for the 
production of household refrigerators in the third quarter of this year, and has applied for permission 
to build washing machines. 


Utah Products Co. manufactures radio set speakers, and builds vibrators, transformers, and other 
radio components in Chicago. 


F. S. McNeal, Universal Cooler president and general manager, in a statement on the merger said 
that “availability of substantial additional working capital to Universal Cooler as a unit of a much larger 
enterprise is one of the chief advantages seen by our directors.” 


Mr. McNeal said that Universal Cooler expected to need additional plant capacity to serve the expanded 
postwar needs of its customers, and the merger would make available such capacity, perhaps in the 
Indianapolis plant of Detrola and in the Rohr plant on the Pacific Coast, adjacent to San Diego, Calif. 


REMA BOARD TO MEET AUG: 15 IN MARINETTE, WIS. 


Refrigeration Equipment Manufacturers Association (Rema) has announced a summer meeting of its 
board of directors to be held Aug. 15 in Marinette, Wis. The directors will be guests of F. J. Hood, 
vice president of Ansul Chemical Co. in Marinette, and newly elected Rema president. 


Plans involving a resumption of annual conventions and the All-Industry Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Exhibition will be under discussion at the meeting. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1936 at the post office at Detrolt, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1878. Copyright, 1948. 
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FEDDERS-QUIGAN MERGER PROBABLE; ANNOUNCE INTENTION TO ENTER AIR CONDITIONING PR 


FIELD 
A merger or consolidation of the Fedders Mfg. Co., Inc., of Buffalo, with Frank J. Quigan, Inc., 
Maspeth, L. I., is being planned, and may take place in about 90 days, according to statements made the 
by Frank J. Quigan, chairman of both companies. sup 
Mr. Quigan also declared that “we are planning to go into the home air conditioning field. We 
intend to diversify so as not to be dependent on any one line of industry.” for 
not 


Tentative plans call for the purchase or lease by Fedders of the physical assets of the Quigan 
concern. It is probable that there will be a-split-up of Fedders stock, which then will carry a relatively 


higher dividend than the present stock, Mr. Quigan said. on 
iter 

“Fedders definitely will continue to be the main company, doing the main part of the business of the 
consolidated concerns, although we may change the Fedders name to Fedders-Quigan, Inc.,” the chairman shi 
asserted. 

hav 

“We are considering the addition of one or two companies. By 1947 we expect to be doing a business aaa 
of $20 million a year. Fedders previously never had a business of more than $9 million a year.” 

P TOL 

Mr. Quigan said that as part of the expansion Fedders’ Buffalo plant operations will be built up to ri 
capacity as soon as materials are available to fill civilian orders. He reported that he expects “some 
time in the first six months of next year” to have a Buffalo working force of 1,200 as compared with 
800 at present. ing 

ture 

“It is quite likely,” Mr. Quigan said, “that we may have to transfer the manufacture of one of the July 
products now made by Fedders in Buffalo to Maspeth to keep up with the orders now coming in.” 

He reported that earnings of Fedders in the first six months of 1945 approximated $1.30 a share, 194€ 
including profit of $90,000 from the sale of 8,800 shares of Fedders stock held in the company’s treasury. pact 
OPA TO MEET WITH DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS ON PRICING POLICIES 

Dec 

Twenty-four dealers and distributors representing the major appliance and radio fields are scheduled to mor‘ 
meet with OPA officials in Washington on July 24 and 25 for an informal discussion and planning session on all . 
reconversion prices, both retail and wholesale, for the first items coming back into the market. 

Labor and materials costs have risen substantially above prewar levels, and manufacturers already have ners 
been allowed price increases on units as they leave the factory. But no reconversion pricing policy has yet been fo 
announced for retailers or wholesalers. There have been some indications that OPA will attempt to force dis- _— 
tributors and dealers to absorb some of the cost increases. DEL 


No formal industry advisory committee was ever set up by OPA for major appliances and radios, and so 
the individual invitations to 24 members of the trade will bring a representative view to the meeting, officials of Boar 
the Consumers Goods Division believe. The names of the 24 men have not yet been publicly listed. 


Another meeting by OPA with the industry’s manufacturers has been planned to follow this one with its alloc: 
dealers and distributors. howe 
NO TIN AVAILABLE FOR CURRENT RECONVERSION, BUT SUBSTITUTES ARE AVAILABLE " 

Phase 

A 70% drop in available supplies of pig tin since Jan. 1, 1942, precludes the possibility of releasing proof 

any tin for current civilian goods reconversion, reports WPB. 
V 

In virtually all cases there are adequate substitute materials for civilian needs, the report states. PR 1 

It is suggested that aluminum refrigerator coils requiring no tinning can be substituted for tinned P 
coils; also, that silver-lead solders can be substituted for standard solder. in M 
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G PRIORITIES REGULATIONS 28: AND 29 WILL PROVIDE PRIORITIES ASSISTANCE ONLY IN 
SPECIAL CASES 

he Priorities Regulations 28 and 29, which will govern the issuance of priorities assistance throughout 

le the balance of the year, are aimed at a gradual elimination of the rating structure for materials and 
supplies, with priorities assistance to be granted only for the most essential of needs. 

fe . Generally speaking, positive priorities assistance and firm controlled materials help will not be given 
for products which prior to May 1, 1945, were not permitted of production. There are certain exceptions, 
notably refrigerators, washing machines, and commercial aircraft. 

in 

It will be the general policy of the board not to give priorities assistance to civilian production. 

y . . : : , 
However, in a very few exceptional cases it may be necessary to help out on the production of certain 
items. Such aid will be held to a minimum. 

sd Priority Regulation 28 assistance will be given only in proved exceptional and unreasonable hard- 

- ship situations. The applicant will have to show that all efforts to obtain the item or material needed 
have been unproductive and that it represents an actual bottleneck with threatened loss of production and 

- unemployment. 

The WPB 541 and 541-A procedure prescribed under Priority Regulation 28 may be used only for 

production materials and not MRO or capital equipment. Such application will be processed in WPB 

to field offices. 

1e 

ch Priority Regulation 28 procedure was devised primarily to assist the larger manufacturers not hav- 


ing positive assistance for most civilian production. It should be kept in mind that the small manufac- 
turer, as defined in Priority Regulation 27, is given positive priority assistance and firm CMP help (see 
1e July 9 Bulletin issue). 


Priority: Regulation 29 was written as a guide to be used during the “transition period” (July 1, 
e, 1945 to Dec. 31, 1945). It poses a gradual introduction of the new priorities system to cushion the im- 
y. pact of throwing most civilian production into a non-restricted, non-priority era. 


The Regulation states that AA ratings (AA-1, AA-2, AA-2x, AA-3, AA-4) will be discontinued by 

Dec. 31, 1945. CMP will also make its exit between now and the end of the year. After Oct. 1 no 

to more AA ratings will be assigned for delivery after Dec. 1, 1945. Prior to Oct. 1, the WPB will cancel 
on all AA ratings calling for delivery after the end of the current year. 


During the transition period the military will change their existing AA ratings to MM ratings. 
Already MM ratings are being assigned by the armed services on and after Jan. 1, 1946. MM ratings 


“a and the AAA rating will be the only priorities of positive nature. CMP allotment symbols will have 
is disappeared, as will the band of AA ratings. 

DELIVERY OF SMALL ELECTRIC MOTORS NO LONGER SUBJECT TO WPB AUTHORIZATION 
so The delivery of small commercial electric motors will be permitted hereafter without War Production 


of Board authorization regardless of quantity, WPB said July 16. 


Revocation of L-341 puts the delivery of these small motors on the basis of Priority Regulation 1 rather than 
its allocation -from WPB. It will allow manufacturers to ship unrated orders whenever possible. All rated orders, 
however, must be shipped first. 


The motors affected are fractional horsepower alternating current motors of all sizes and types and single- 
phase alternating current motors from one to five horsepower, except specially designed airborne and shock- 
ng proof shipboard types. 


WwPB said that the industry had a backlog of rated orders of 6,400,000 units as of June 1, 1945. Under 
es. ‘PR 1 rated orders have precedence over unrated both in shipment and production. 


ed Production has increased, WPB said, from a rate of about 250,000 per month in 1943 to 600,000 per month 
in May, 1945. Further substantial increases during the next few months are in prospect. 
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WESTINGHOUSE STARTS PRODUCTION ON POSTWAR COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATORS 


Two new models of Westinghouse electric refrigerators for commercial use—first to be produced since 
the beginning of the war—are now in production at the East Springfield, Mass., plant of Westinghouse 
it is announced by H. F. Hildreth, manager, Refrigeration Specialties Department of the Electric Appli- 
ance Division. 


Manufactured under WPB authorization, the refrigerators—in 20 and 30 cubic foot sizes—will be 
available to institutions and commercial and industrial markets having a priority of AA-5 or better. 
This includes hospitals, schools, colleges, grocery stores, cafeterias, restaurants, laboratories, and similar 
institutions. Although restrictions on sale have recently been lifted by WPB, initial production must be 
directed to filling priority orders now on hand, the management stated. 


The new refrigerators are styled along advanced lines, Mr. Hildreth said. They are all-steel cabinet 
construction with porcelain interior and high-baked enamel exterior. Streamlined, chrome-plated decora- 
tive strips are mounted across the bottom of the cabinet. 


When production for civilian use was halted in 1942 by WPB order, the line included seven different 
models. The new line, when completely released, will consist of five models in the most popular sizes and, 
in addition to the forced air circulation models, will also include models with provision for making ice 
cubes and for the storage of packages of frozen foods. 


CONTROL !IS REESTABLISHED OVER SALE OF DOMESTIC OIL BURNERS 


Continued tightness of fuel oil supply has necessitated reestablishment of control over the sale and in- 
stallation of oil burning equipment. 


This action is taken by Order L-349, issued July 11 by "WPB upon recommendation of the Petroleum 
Administration for War. The order prohibits the sale or installation of “oil burning equipment designed to burn 
fuel oil for furnishing heat” except (1) to replace such equipment that is worn out, damaged beyond repair or 
destroyed; or (2) where the use of oil for a particular installation has been approved either by PAW or the Office 
of Price Administration, depending on which agency has jurisdiction over the use of the fuel oil for that installation. 


Manufacturing and distribution controls over oil burners were removed through revocation of Order L-74 
on May 11, 1945. However, restrictions on the use of fuel oil remain in force, because high military demands 
have limited the quantity available for civilian consumption, PAW pointed out. As a result, a person might 
have an oil burner installed and then be unable to obtain oil rationing coupons from OPA. 


MILL ORDER BOOKS FOR SHEET AND STRIP STEEL REOPENED FOR JULY AND AUGUST 
FOR SMALL MANUFACTURERS 


Mill order books for sheet and strip steel have been reopened for small manufacturers’ orders (those 
bearing “Z” allotment symbols) for the entire third quarter of 1945, it was announced July 13. In addi- 
tion, all sheet and strip producers’ order books were reopened for July and August to allow the mills 
to fill any open spaces in their schedules, WPB said. 


All steel mill order books for certain types of sheet and strip steel had been “frozen” on July 4. 


The reopening of the order books is effected through the issuance of ‘Direction 75 to CMP Plan Reg. 
No. 1, which now limits the closing of the books on sheet and strip steel to September, 1945, and exempts 
orders bearing the letter “Z’ from the “freeze.” (Priority Regulation 27 permits manufacturers with a 
quarterly production up to $50,000 to apply a Z-3 allotment number on their steel mill orders.) 


FEA COMMITTEE STUDIES POSSIBILITIES OF REVISED EXPORT REGULATIONS 


A meeting of the Foreign Economic Administration’s Household Refrigerator Advisory Committee on 
Exports was held in Washington last week with discussion centering around the reconversion outlook; 
establishment of export quotas; and the revision of existing criteria covering release of refrigerators 
for export. 


After consideration of the committee’s recommendations by FEA, the industry will be advised through 
current export bulletins of the procedure to be followed. / . 
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